
April 8, 1999

Dear Us food and Drug,

I SUppOrtthe petition on banning ij3rp~~gA f la er hens. It is wong
?& Jid??klfj aswell asand is causing out breaks of cancer, and salmone

many other horrible and dangerous things. Please help stop this ! It is not
natural and is torture on these poor birds. Please help stop this!

Animal acti~

Christina Bennett
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The lives of today’s hens are.:
>
M miserable enough to begin
$ with: Hens used for their eggs
$

are squeezed with up to five others

into an indoor, wire cage with floor

space the size of a folded newspaper!
Born to flap their wings and walk

around, these chickens are barely able

to move most can never even sit

comfortably. To stop them from

pecking at each other out of

desperation, workers slice off the

chicks’ beaks with a hot blade,

sometimes accidentally removing part

of the birds’ tongues or faces as well.

But when egg production drops, at

least 75 percent of the 260 million

laying hens in North America endure

another bizarre tormene Producers

attempt to force one last laying cycle

out of the exhausted spent hens before

sending them to slaughter. They do it
by cruelly and unnaturally forcing the

hens into a “mo!t.” In nature, hens

replace old feathers with new ones

every single year and spend about four

months dropping old feathers and
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Ikwved fen
Eachyear, somethinghideoushappensin
the egg industry,Factoryfarmers

;’;;~~g;~$~f’g~;;::up

growing new ones. During molting

season, hens don’t produce eggs-an

interruption factory farmers find

unacceptably unprofitable.

Forced molting throws hens’ systems

into collapse, stressing and shocking

them inro losing their feathers quickly

and forcing their worn-out bodies into a

new laying cycle.

To trick the hens into laying more

eggs, they are deprived of food and water

for two weeks or more. Our researchers

uncovered hundreds of thousands of

hens slowly and painfully starving to

death as a result of this trauma. Typically,

birds who survive grow weak, shed all

their feathers and lose up to 3.5 percent

of their body weight. Scottish researcher

Dr. Peter Dun says food deprivation can

last “until their combs turn blue” from

lack of nutrition, To shock the birds’

systems fisrther, they are kept in total

darkness for weeks on end.

As the days of torture go on, many

birds-worth only pennies each to the

factory farmer—die. The scared,

confused survivors’ crowded cages fill

with rotting corpses and manure-covered

feathers. The starving hens peck

frantically at their empty feed trays, and

many resort to eating feathers, Forced

molting also weakens hens’ bones,

resulting in fragile and broken limbs.

When egg production finally

becomes too low to be profitable, the

~hmalwproduce upk nornlwon -“~
Chfcks per year areshped Me :i
B“b-agsandleftte suffocateer be .,
~~$%rushed to death::g~’~f-:r,~m.:.->.. ,,,,, .,.,.”.,,m,,e!,. .... ,, i“8
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;orced molting is so cruel

rhar, in 1987, it was binned in

~ Great Britain, and most European

~ countries do not allow food

h deprivation for more than 24

hours. Yet, in North America,

d

no laws protect these poor

birds, and as you read this,

more than 6 million hens are

being force-molted.

[
—

THE INCREDIBLE INEDIBLE EG6
i..

4
M&..:: Egg yolks containa whoturlng213 mg of

r cholesteroleactuserving LIBjust one rr99
~ ior breakfasteach momlng can raise your

cholesterollevel by as much as 10
trolrrfsiIn Iact,women who eal eggs dally

triple fhelr rfsk of breast cancer.Eggs

Y
also cause food Bolsonlng and confrlbute

~~, to obesity,heart disease and other
serious health irroblems.

“Tothe egg oroducer,a major advantage
of induced molting Is the reductionIn time

that lhe house Is net trreduclrrgIncome.
Because flocks are refllacedless

fraquenlly,the Iaylng houseWlll !? ?rnRfY_.
leSSOflen,which can help smooth out_the

egg producer’scash flow,”
—from the Poultry Science and

Technology Guide (Extension Poultry

Science, North Carolina State

University),

weary hens are sent co daughrer. Because

a lifetime of abuse has left them with

injuries like broken bones, oozing

abscesses and internal hemorrhaging,

they are used in foods that hide the rrue

● SCop eating eggs, and uiluczw

r
other$! Contact PETA for free

eggles$ recipes.

● If recipes call for eggs, wbscitute tofu,

commercial egg replacw, art-owroot or

barmnns.

● Tell che U.S. Food and Drug

Administration th~t you support the

petition co ban the forc~d molting of

layer hens (docket 98 P-0203 /CP).Write

to: Lyle D. Jaffe, Dockets Management,

FDA~DHHS, 12,420 Pwklown D14.,Room

I-23, fbckvih, MD 20857.

● Ask the U.S. Department of

Agriculture to ban forced molting of

ktyer hens, Wrice co: Dr. Ron De Haven,

Acting Deputy Administrator, USDA-

APHIS Animal Care. 4700 River Rd., Unit

84, Rivet-dale, MD 20737.

RESCUED!Escape From
a “Henitentiaw”!

Penny and Sweet Pea spent the first

four months of their lives in a tiny

wire cage among rows of other cages.

Together with thousands of other

miserable hens, they were kept in a factory

farm. Their food was mixed with sawdust

and antibiotics. They weren’t able to move

or stretch and never even saw the sun.

One dark night, kind strangers spirited

Penny and Sweet Pea away to safety.When

the hens arrived at their new home, they

had scraggly feathers, sickly combs, and

murky eyes.They had never walked or

spread their wings, and they could hardly

stand up, let alone fly!

Lovingly nursed back to health, a few

months later these once sad, sickly birds

had completely changed! They love to run

in the yard on their strong little legs,

darting around like dancers with snowy

feathers, red combs, and bright eyes.They

gobble up sunflower seeds, grass, grapes

and spaghetti-their vegetarian worms!

With their fill of fresh air, exercise,

good food and love, Penny and Sweet Pea

have become so strong that they can fly

up to the roof of the chicken house and

back down to the ground. They love to

perch in a big, leafy tree next to the

kitchen porch with their tilend Henny.

Visitors walking outside often discover the

three friends resting quietly in the

branches.They love their perches so much

that sometimes their human guardian has

to climb up a ladder to bring them down

at night and take them to their coop,

where they’ll be safe from raccoons and

owls. They grumble and cluck when they

see her coming to take them indoors!

Penny and Sweet Pea will live out the

rest of their lives in peace. Help others

like them have a chance to live, too, by

boycotting eggs.

St&y courtesy of Karen Dat,is, L’vited PoultIY Concerns
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